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FOREWORD .- i

1
lfeel greatly honoured by the request of Pandtt Maha-
mahopadhyaya ‘Ananta Krishria ‘Sastri—at whose- feet “eamt
the Jittle I know of the \‘edanta-tn write & foreword fo his' new
book . Vedanta Rakshamam . Mahamahopadhyaya - Ananta
Krishna Sastriis so well kndwn among scholars by his’ erudite
works-'6n Vedanta phxlosophy. that he does .not require any
“introduction -from -me. He has devoted Jhis energy”.on the
-profound stidy of the Advalta and- is so convmced about its *
phxlosophxc profoundxty and logxcal consxstency “thét " he | )
enters in every work of his* a vngourous defence in favour of
it agamst thc attdcks that are bemg heaped upon- it from ‘many |
“quarters, ~ ‘The_ wor]d neganve’ charecter ‘of the -Advaita philo-
“sophy- -tickles ‘us not a Tittle, and ‘we .are " presented with the '
world-afﬁrmahon ‘theory of, t'huughl:.

foemoLn -'.. >

Bhaskara and Ramanu;a gwa the First phxlosophxc chaﬂenge .
“to the ‘Advaita "Vedanta; Madhva, Vallabha and others*follow suit.-
The ccmh'oversy‘ betwecn the, tivo’schools of thought has been
. acule and is’ still bemg camed on wxlh -an‘amazing vigour.
Thls mdeed is- well-come “for the questmn touches” us deep[y.
Mans thought determmes his attitide towards life. " The i issue”is - ;
‘momientous,” and sve' shall be courageous enoug}x to invite.'a ~

d\scussxon of- the‘basxc problem of e\nstence in- order tbat the - -
: mystery shou]d be solved.- . PR cE

ST L, D
. Mahamahopadhyaya Ananta Kx‘xshna Sastn in hxs new work
ha\‘ “given us some fiew points in favour of Advaita ; éspecially he
“has ‘shownthat the defects “as pomted by Ramanu;a are,
_Misconceived, They do not affcct the' Advaita’ position ,at all
- The - book is phxlosophmaﬂy mterestmg‘from start to finish and
awakes m:w mterest in ﬂ'xe study of Advaita Vedanta.

- The great perp]exlly which ‘one experiences in folluvvmg ’

the Advmta Vedan\a lies in its emphasis upon tr d and
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sometimes too much is said against the syecping negation it
mokes, .

But shou}d we forget that the world ncgation is another
way of positing truc Reality. This aspect is often ignored.
Unless the concentration on philosophic and spiritual pragmatism
which affiliates appearence to Reality is removed, it is indeed
difficult to understand the meaning and implication of world-
negation.” Advaita phildsophy does not deny any .kind of
experience, but it secks to evaluate their significance and impor-
tance and valueinthe Absoluté. Art, science, religion, and philosophy
have théir own placés in our experience. This cannot be denied
and has not been denied. But when the question of ultimate
Reality ariscs, things take different tirn, The problem is: can
appearence be affiliated to Reality. This, indeed is a serious
question and human ingenuity has almost been exhausted in
giving a suitable answer to the same. That appearance has its
lodus in Reality is not denied anywhere, but differences arise
_when the question of relation between the two is raised.
Ramanujx affiliates appeqren‘cé to Reality. Sankara denies
this affiliation. Naturally for Sankara Reality escapes all con-
ceptiona‘ determination. Intellect is at 2 miss to céncsive how
appearenceé “is” linked up with Reality. To conceiveany relation

is to invite €qual statis of the both and of the third element.
This cannot be integrated into a 'finer synthesis, The removal
of the differences takes away from Reality 1ts concreteness and
opens i!'to\thé' charge of ps'uedo Reality, Phx]o_sophers are so
much possessed with the idea of concreteness that they often
go to the extreme of holding that indeterminateness s another
_ mame for negation, This is the point where Sankara Vedanta
"has its uniqueness. ‘The detem}inaté universe presupposés an
indeterminate Reality. For itis the same Reality reflected in
this spzzc'e-tl'me:co‘fltext. None would, except the creative’ and
-emergertt evo}unq‘mst. seriously r?aintain that.Rea]nly is to be
tx.'aced either in & process in time or n a universe enclosed Inspace-
time. Ar:d naturally it is difficult to avoid the indetermimate
char:gter‘ of Realty because it is beyond space-time. To

- e
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charaterise Reality as thought uniting the predicate to the subject
is really a process eitherfinished or unfinished in time. If it is
unfinished, Reality beconies a process ; if it is finished it loses
its mde.tcrmmateness and becomes a determinate Rcahty It is
indeed difficult to conceive Reahty as concrete and at the same
time to conceive it as absolute. It is not clear how and why the
Absolute determines itself, The only plausible answer to this
question is offered in the principle of Individuation—Maya, which
does justice to the determinate and the indeterminate aspects of
existence and at the same time avoids the érror of either making
the indeterminate determinate or installing the determinate as
Reahty This is really the most eppealing aspect of the
. Vedantic thought as it provides for all kinds of mte]lectual and
spiritual expressions and at the same time envisages a ' transcen-
dence over their limitation.

To charecterise the indeterminate being as void is really
to make a philosophic blunder and exhibits the temperamental
incapacity ta ris¢ above the llmxtatlon of thinking. Padmapada
rightly points out that even a false.projection is not possible with-
out a.background, The indeterminateness is not the primordial
potentiality .either of existence or of conciousness which becomes
determinate in creative expression. Such an indeterminate
potentiality is really’ something inferior in expression,and content
if.not in Reality to the determinate. The Vedantic indeter-
minate is not the potentiality of existence but Sait accompli
to which dynamic or static conception cannot bé" attributed.
Void has an indeterminateness of negation, but it docs not go
far to indicate the indeterminateness of Reality. To fail to
understand this distinction is the source of confusion of thc
Sunya of the Buddhist.with the Brahma of ‘the Vedantist. T

) The recoil from Vedanta 'proceeds fmm the apprehiension
that it instead of widening activity and ennchmg Life introduces
us into a’ stillness which denies synthetic “vision embmcmg,
existance in its integrity and creative play. +The Vedanta in

Cmphasxsmg transcendence points to a unique experience in jpx-
ritual hife, the esperience of Freedom. The value of this free om
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cannot be fully understood unless the enveloping aspect of Maya
is recognised. The theistic Vedanta does not see this aspect of
Maya though they nccept it as a principle of individuation. The

acceptance and the denial of this has caused the divergence
between the two schools in their thought and outlook.

The conception of freedom as “spirituals{deal is relative
to this enfolding character of Maya, and unless this is realised
itis not casy to follow the spiritual Ideal of freedom which 1
essentially different from spiritual ideal as commonly understood.
The ideal of freedom immediately brings a sharp distinction
between the relative order and the Absolute Existence and no
experience however elevating and luminous on the relative side
can compare to the freedom from the “entanglements, and mazes
of pragmatic existence. There is no language which can give
an adequate expression to this state of existence. The seer adopts
an attitude of silence before the luminous. Silence here is more
adequate expression that enforced utterence. Hence 1t is indi-
cated In a negative form as freedom or emancipation. It is ne
absorption but the fullest awakening mto the conciousness of
Reality, an awakening that make us drop our individuality and
enjoy the peace and the beautitude that passeth understanding.

Y

921& .’d.pl'il, 1937, | Aaflendranatd Fhcat.
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INTRODUCTION * " w“/

The Dactrine of Absolutistic Monism (Ldraitavada) was
first revealed in brief by Sri Gaudapadacharya, Afterwards it
“was formally propounded as a systemof philosophy by Sri
Sankaracharya. Thereafter it was fully expounded by his direct
followers like Mandana, Suresvara, etc. Subsequently it was
ably ‘defended by Nrisimhasrama, Madhusudana Sarasvati,
Brahmananda, etc.. against the vigorous attacks of the upholders
of Dualism (Daita), Qualified Monism (Pisishtadvaita). Pure
monism (Suddhedvaita), ete. and finally it was popularised by
such later celebrated Advaita teachers as Dharmarsjadhvarindra,
Appaya Dikshita ctc ;~and from all these accounts, it is sure to
be considered an interesting subject for study and research by
all genuine lovers of philosophy. . °

Mahamahopadhyaya Professor Vidhusekhara Bhattacharya,

in course of his investigations on Gaudapada's Kaurikas, has opined

.that the doctrine _propounded in the body ‘of the Karikas in
general and in the section of Adlatasenti in particular, does not
represent the.orthodox Advaita view { but in his, opinion it is
only the view of the Buddhists that covertly manifests itsclf in
its apparent garb of Absolutism. The /main causes for such a
conclusion are-these : (1) there is some similarity in a few of
the expressions used by the Buddhists and by Gaudapada ; (2) the
Alatasanti section propounds the theory of non-origin {4jatarada),
which is not in consisterice with the Advaita view but corresponds
with the peculiar viewpoint of the Buddhists.

But mere similarity of expressions ‘does not warrant the
Buddhist teachers to claim all originality. Since the so_-ca"ed
original expressions of the Buddhists are found to ocour in the
Sruti also. Ajatavada~(or non-origin) of the Budd}:,sts; ‘Jnas
absolutely no similarity with that of Gauday "_ The 1 A
explain the theory of Ajatarada as non-origin of the universe
T e 1 am indebted to my coll Sriman Ashol _"‘V' irth
M. A., P. R. S. for helping me to prepare this introduction.
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,inits own nature (srabharena) i e, by nature the universe is

regarded to have no origin, Gaudapada, ‘on the contrary, holds that
his Ajatavada does not mean natural non-origin but non-origin
of the effected universe in the form of its cause (sadbharena).
The cffect, when viewed from the standpoint of jts cause, will
be found to have no origin ; while viewed in its awn Form'(as mere
effect, it certoinly possesses some kind of origin (i.e., vivarta or
illusory appearance). Further, in the concluding lines of every
doctrine, propounded by the Buddhists, statements to the effect—
“This was spoken of by the Buddha'*—are invariably found to
occur. But the conclusion of the Alatasanfi section, contains
‘an express statement—"This has nowhere been spoken of by the
Buddha.” This fact -ought to be an eye-opener for all genuine
students of comparative philosophy that phone!xc similarities
between the works of Gaudapada on the one "hand, and
those of the Buddhists ori the other, are nothing but mere
accidental coincidences. Again, Prof. Bhattacharya has pointed out
that in some verses Gaudapada seems to borrow the peculiar expres-
sions of the Madhyamika Karikas while in some other verses, he
is found to be influenced by such Yogachara works, as the Lanka-
vatara Sutra, etc. This fact would make it apparent that
Gaudapada, had: surely no clear-cut idea about either of the two
schools.- But it. cannot be maintained with any degree of
consistency that even * after the composition the lladh_r/am:l»a—
Rarikas of Nagarjuna, such confusion between these two distinct
and separate schools of thought, could have been possible at all.

-

The main point of difference between Buddhistic Nihilism
(Sunyavada) and Monistic Absolutism (4dreite-Braimareda
is this :—the Sunya of ‘the Buddhists is something which is neither
a positive.or real entity (bhava, sat), nor a negative or non-real
entity (abhave or-asat). The Brahman of the Advaitins, on the

_ other hand, is distinct from non’existence (asaf) alone: but at
the same time, It is not different from existence (saf) also. Ona
very careful investigationit will be found that the conception of the
Sunya of the Buddhists as the cessation of the universe (prapan-
chopasama) is not totally contradxcted by the Advaitins also. In the

}
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pecuhar Advatta theory of the cessation of Nescience which
transcends all categorical assertions and 1s regarded to be of the
fifth land (panchamaprakm a avidyenvritts), all spectal characteris-
tics of Sunya may be found to mhere 1 1t, since the cessation
of Nescience also 1s neither real, nor unreal, nor both nor neither

But though the cessation of Nescience may be practically
regarded 2s n paralle]l of Sunys, yet on a very carful and
entical companson of the two concepts, very subtle differences
will be found to exist The cessation of Nescience, according
to the Advartins, 1s regarded as Atman with Its true nature known

But according to the Buddhists Sunya has no such defimte
postive aspect

Ancther fine pomnt of difference between these too systems
of thought 1s that the conception of Awidya (Nescience) of
the Buddhists does not fully tally with that of the Advaitins
The Avidya of the Buddhists 1s without any locus and object
(s asraya, mrvsshaye) 1 e Awvidya 1s not located in Sunya,
nor does 1t cover up Sunya as its object But the Avidya of
the Advaitins 18 nerther 7 as aga nor wuvishaya Nescience 1s
located m Atman and it conceals Atman also which thus becomes
its object (vshaya) To take the practical postion In the
opinion of the Buddhists as also of the Advaitns, the universe
18 of empirical reality (samv: ofa satya) But this empirical reality
(wluch 15 but another name of falsity of the AdVaitns) of the
universe 18 to be realised merely by concewving the universe to
be unreal—such 1s the contention of the Buddhists The Advaitins
on the other hand, emphasize that the falsity of the universe can
never be comprehended by merely thinking (bharna) it to be
unreal but this unreality easly becomes apparent if a stable
substratum of ths transitory world 1s found out Such real sub
stratum s Atman, and thus itis only the realization of Atman
that 13 capable of producing a subsequent knowledge of the falsity
of the superimposed universe  We may cite the concrete stock
example of rope snake in this connexion A man erroneously
takes a piece of rope to be a snake, and therchy gets frighlened
A friend of lus who 18 aware of the 'rcal nature of the object
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.which excites his friend’s fear, comes forwatd to disp’cl his -
" fright and says:—“Oh! do not be’ afraid, it is not a snake.”
And his friend in reply asks at once, “Then what isit, pray 7"
This fact fully makes:it clear to us that the removal of ignorance
is not finally possible if the real nature of the substratum’ (over
which is seen the false appearence of a different object) is not
known. To come to the.conclusion, we may point out that. the
Tollowers of the Buddha posit that error is without any basis at.
all. This fact is contradicted by the Advaitins who uphold that
tne erroncously perceived object must have some substratum on
. which to put forth its appearance, ”

In this connexion, we may quote a very poignant remark
of Kumarila Bhatta % who believes that the orthodox Buddhist
teachers of old preached the falsity of the universe to inspire
in the minds of the worldly-minded people a disgust for all
worldly attachments, But in reality they did by no means
intend to go to the extreme length of positing error as having
no substratum. In any case, the Buddhists and the Advaitins
are found to agree in main with regard to the final conclusion-
that the world is false. . - ‘

Ramanuja, the celebrated teacher of Quahfied Monism,
criticizes the doctrine of the falsity’of the world adopted by the
Buddhists. The Advaitins, being in agreement on this point
with the Buddhists, are also condemned by him ‘as atheists.
In doing so, Ramanuja, has only.imitated the principle of destruc. *
tive criticism adopted by Kumarila. % But really speaking,
the Advaita doctrine of falsity has nothing to do with the parallel
Buddhist view, based as the former is on the authority of
the Sruti itself. Ramanuja admits the doctrine of Brahman being

* Asthanivrittyartham avadi Bauddhair
Gralam gatas “taira Lathanchidanye
¢ [Bhatta has denounced the Buddhistic doctrine of Non-violence
(Arimsa) B3 unauthoritative, being equivalent to violence (Rimsa), simply
bccaus?'ll was preached through the agency of the Buddha, Similarly,
Raman‘f]l! rejects the Advaita doctrine of falsity on the ground of ity
similarity with an identical Buddhistic theory. ]
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the identity of efficient and material cause, on the authority
of the Sruti alone, in the face of all opposition with perceptual *
and inferential evidences (Vide, Sastrayonitva section). Similary’
the Advaitins, too, have adopted the doctrine of the falsity of the
Avorld on the authority of Scriptures alone, in the absence of
any perceptiial or inferential evidence in support of it. Thus
the respective positichs of the two” systems of philosophy finally.
come to this; The Advaiting find it essential for them to *
establish the falsity of the world, while Ramanuja seems to be
in duty bound to contradict the aforesaid position. [t is apparent
from the statement of the author of the Srutaprakesika, “Wwho-
in course of commenting on the Sribhaskya, interprets the ex-
pression “fatra” (the introductory word of the Afahapurva-
Paksha) as—"prapanchasatyatvanirnaye sati ” (the rcality of
the world being thus established). Sanvkaracharya, on the con-
trary, has intcoduced the Adhyasabhashya simply because is indis-
pensable for an enquiry into the nature of Brahman snd also
because it supports the doctrine of the falsity of the world,
Sankara’s attempt to propound the doctrine of falsity of the

world is inspired by the expression **Brakma”

occuring _in
the

very fist Sutra of Badarayana and he has no other
motive behind to.lay so much emphasis on "the point. Byt
unlke him, Ramanuja is prompted by a spint of rivalry
alone to establish his doctrine of the reality ,of the universe;
Sin‘ce it is based on a ecriticism of Sankara’s views only
and has no logical basis in the Sutras. Bamanuja, of course, tries
to attribute the eriticism of the Advaita doctrine of falsity also
to Badarayana. But nowhere' in the Sufras (not even in the
second padn of the second chapter of the Brahmasutras, which
is specially set apart for a criticism of rival views) is to be
found such an attempt to, throw overboard
the Advaita view. The Sufra™
go against the Advaita view
of the Bamanujd school (i
ke Thibaut and others) :
in this aphorism does nol
there is no differcnce,

the authority of
Bhedavyapadesat ” does not
point, as claimed by the followers
ncluding even some modern thinkerg

since the difference (bheda) Postulated
t represent the final Position wheraip
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* " Sankarn and Madhva, unlike other Bhashyakaras, have'no-
where criticized rival views, which are not referzed to by the
Sutrakara himself ; nor do they twist their texts to fnlhcr such
arbitrary eriticisms on the shoulders of the Sutrakara n ‘course
of commenting on the Sutras. But'-what annnu;u has done”
in his commentary on the first Pada, criticizing in so many words
the theories of Sankara and Bhaskara, is absolutely an un-
‘warranted procedure.

« Below is given, for a clear undcrstandmg of n comparative

estimate of both the Advaita and the Visishtadvaita theories, two

.parallel tables containing the main topics of the two schools,
running up to the fifth section (Zkshatyadhikarana) :—

Advaita School Visishtadvaita School.

1. The import of the ex- 1. The import. of the ex-
pression ‘atha’ (thereafter) in  pression ‘atha’ (thereafter) in the

the first sufra is—after the
acquisition of the fowr cquip-
ments (Sedhana); and hence
the two Mimamsas—Purva and
Uttara arve separate Sastras.

2. The intuitive knowledge,
springing from the sacred ex-

pressions of the Upanishads, is -

the couse of Emancipation.

3. Brahman_(the Absolute)

is the only Reality, all else are
false.

4. Perceptual evidence 1s
of weaker authority than
the Scripturéa, - '

5. Some’ Upanishadic sen-
tences (Iike satyam, jranam etc.)
“generate only an Jndeterminate

first sufra is— after the enquiry
into the nature of karman (as de-
tailed in the Purra Mimamsa);
hence the two imamsas are
integral parts of one Sustra.

-« 2. Worship (" Upasana )

leads to Emancipation,

3. Brahman (Personal God)
and the Universe are both equ-
ally real. -

4. Perception (pratyaksha)
is stronger than Srufi,

5. Such sentences also,
like all other ones, produce only
determinate knowledge,

#Special dttent d h
D ntion is drawn to the Samsknt index wherem detailed
—\pural]el tables containing the topics of the two schools are gven,
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" Advaita School.

kno‘;vlcdge about the Absolute
alone { akhandartha-jnana. )

. b Pcrceplqal evidence is
authoritative only*in so far as
the Absolute Existence (Sat) is

. concerned.

7. The identity of Absolute
Existence and Pure Concious-
ness,

8. The Self-luminous Pure
Consciousness is nonedifferent
from Atman. .

9. Pure Consciousness is
eternal, immutable, and is one-
without-a’second.

+#10. The Tsenss (aham) is
" not the self, and does not con-

tinue at the stages of decp
.dreamless slezp - (sushupts) and

Emancipation. )

A\ Nu:.'\u\g% CAmidye) b
fwo functions - of concealment”
(avarana) .and projection (pik-
shepa) and is beyond all catego-

My

rical assertions (,

- Visishtadvaida School:

6. Perception is authorita-
tive with regard to the world
also.

7. Existencc and congious-
ness are different aspects.” ~
N
8. Consciousness is eelf-
luminous ; but is an attribute

of the self.

9. Consciousness is non-

eternal, changing and manifold.
s

10. "Ego-sense is, identical
with dtman, and is eternally
existent in all stages includuiz
thosé of sushupti and Afokske,

L Nedeswe (Brokeitiy pas.
sesses” only the power of pro-
jection and is nof anirvachaniya;
hence the soven antinomies

yal

being neither a positive nor a
negative ecntity, but is of a
third kind, '

12. The Great Upanishadic
Expression "It tvam asi® (That
thou art) establishes the idea
of identity of the individual self
with the Universal Soul, as the
e knowledge of the substra-

( paltis)  are  levelled
against the Advaita coneeption
of Avidya.

12, TheGreat Upanishadic
Expression 7t tram asi (That
thouart) establishes the idea of
identity bctyeen
Brakman, on acce

Jira  and
unt of the
invariable inseparable existence
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tum, negates the reality of all
Superimposed " entities  (badha-
yam samanadhikaranyem),.as in
the case of the shell-silver, -

13.  Particular Upanishadic
sentences (such as Neha nanasti

FKinchans etc.) and Swirtivakyos
which unambiggqus‘y express
the idea of Unity, are given a
prominent position, and all
other apparently dualistic ex-
pressions.are interpreted in the
light of these Absolutistic ones,

on the basis of Apachcheda-

nyaye (1 e. the maxim of the
prominence of the consegence).

. 14. Determinate perception
determines a thing in relation to.

its specific attributes, while m

indeterminate  perception  the

thing-in-itself alone is perceived
to the exclusion of, all deter-
mining attributes.

[ 121

Visishtadvaita School.

between the two, as in the
case of the body and the self
(sarirasarirvibhvena samanadki-
karanyam). A

13. The dualistic (sagunea)
expressions control the Abso-
lutistic (nérgune) vakyas, on the
basis of Upasamhara-nyayafi.e.,
the maxim of controlling the
general by the particular) and
by  Virodhadhikerana-nyaye
(i.e., the maxim of the promi-
nence of the antecedence).

14. Both determinate and in-
determinate  perceptions eppre-
hend an object in relation to its
specific attributes. The differ- .
ence between these two is that
in indeterminate perception, we
perceive the individual object
m relation to its specific quali-
ties for the. first time, and
though we become aware of
its class-character, we are not
aware that it pervades all indi-
viduals belonging to this class ;
but in determinate perception
we come to perceive the generic
character as. common to the
entire class, as we apprehend
the object for the second or the
third time,
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Advaita Scheol.

15, Even falsity has prac-
tical efficiency.
16. The expressions, ‘cow’,
‘carth’ etc., primarily denote
- the objects as in the ordinary
parlance of the terms. The
primary imports of all such
terms, as given in the standard

lexicons, are accepted as autho-
ritative.

17. Knowledge (jnanc) is
h o 'sadn—laly iy dy
secondary. The first is of the
nature of Aimaw ( Svarupe )
which is the locus and object
of Nescience. The second,
(Vrittijnane) isthe destroyer
of ignorance. It usually compre
hends a subject-object relation,
and is an aftribute of the internal
organ, but not of the self.
It has its origin and destruction,
and as such is non-eternal.

18,
the

In the case of error,
technical procedure of

13 1 3
Visishtadvaita ‘School. -
< 15.- No false object is re-
garded. to
efficiency.

possess  practica
16. *All such expressions
will primarily denote Brakman
alone, in the capacity of being
the Self of the: body (which is
constituted by, the-aggregate of
all objects, ordinarily denoted
by these terms). The ordinary
imports of these terms are conse~
quently regarded as secondary
only. The only exception to
this' general rule, are the ex-
pressions ‘Brahman’ and its
synonyms, which  primarily
denote the Brakman; and in
this one réspect alone both the
Advaiting  and the Pisistho-

“doaitine aré unanimous.

17 The Knowledge
(enrrasnanding, to tha sapitfi, of
the Advaitins) is of the nature of
the self, is an attribute of the
self, and is eternal. Only the
contraction and development of
this knowledge have origin and
destruction.

18. Reamanuja does not
ordmarily recognise any case of
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Advaita School. '.  _  Visishtadvaita School.
Anirvachaniyakhyati  is ac- "e’rjor at all” His method is’
-cepted. © T 7 - ! known as Sut-khyati. If any case

o .+~ oferroristo be admitted at all;

- B °. "~ - he adopts angatha-khyati of the
- o . T . 72 . Ndyayikes in explaining it. -
R “,19: Brahman, :_.a s-the B 19, Brahmaﬁ,_éven though

- object’ of waorship, - is not the " the object of worship, is the
ultimate lRealit{r; and’ it” is . Real One., _
Brahman, ‘the ‘object- of in-- 7 X7 R

. -

tuitive_realisafion, that' is- the 5 .
. ultimate Realitgv.," ) A o .
"20. * Brahman' s regarded . i 20. Brahmari is known .as
as the substantive ,caus e: the Upadana, because 17 is the
. (Upadana) inasmuch as I is - Self of Prakrti—the body of -
merely screened by the veiling Brahman—which constantly
power’of Nescience which aloné *‘changes itself in the form™ of
undergoes a real transformation,” :th:e universe,

Y .

N «

“All these topics have been fully discussed in the body of
the present work with due regard to the proportionate iml;ortancé
attachéd to each topic. Special attention has. been devoted
to a detailed critical study of the philosophical passages of. the g
Vushnupurana with reference to the context iff each ~-particular
point at issu¢. And all such Tnvestigations have invariably led
us to the inevitable cOncl}xSinn that the texts n questic;n finall
point towards an Absolutistic background. Both the "Antar,z/anfz{
Brakmanas”,  belonging  to -the third chapter of . the
.Briltadaranyaka Upanishad; have, been shown to be con ist t
with” the doctine of Absclutism alone, and cannat be le itir:ate;]
canst.rucd to have any bearing on the pecuhar'\)isiimdv ?ty
%ock;‘-mc of the self and the body, as claimed to exst betw:::
ranman and the world, It has also been shown that the theory”

Cof s .
: Mandana Misra etc:.-_—!}hxalAm perception mere being exclusive



U151
mates is apprehended—-has been wrongly represented
anvja. *-Ramanuja cntidizes the above theory by arguing
if in every-case of percepuon mere being is apprehended,
then in the perception of a horse and a buffalo alike only the
bemg 3 cogmsed ; and inthat case, a man, desn‘ous of a, horse, N
may easly find his deswe fulfilled by the gaining of a buffalo
as well ;- since by an analysis of thé nature’ of the two] both are
ultimately found to be identical. -But ‘thxs_ is 'got the- correct
. represention of Mandana's viewpointy since what Mandana means*
to state in this connexion is 4hat perceptual knowledge'is correct
(prama) only in so far-"as” the” substratum (pure, being) is
concerned, and the superiimposed object (horse “or - buffalo) is .
merely an erronecus concept, ‘and though of .Shg nature of error,
these superimposed objects "in their  respective; individual forms -
are necessarily differentiated ﬁ-om one another. .
In the Advaita system of lhcught there are three different
theories regarding the ‘problem: of existence .(katta) :— (1) the
doctrine of threefold existence ¢(Sattatraividhy da), (2) the
doctrine of one’existence ¢ Ekasatla-vada,) and (3) the doctrine of
non-existence (dsatla-vada). In the first wview, the objects
of illusory appearance, empirical objects, and the Absolute -have
respectively Zhree different degrees of reality, viz, llusory
(l’rnhbhaml.a) cmpmcn] {Vyavaharika) and ultimate Reahty
(Paramarthika). In the second view, Brahman alone has one
ultimate Reality or Existence. It must have to be remembered
in this connexion that this Ultimate Reality of Brahman serves
only to distinguish the Absolute from the non-existent or apparently
existent entities, In the third view, any kind of existence, (as an
attoibute of Brat ), be pred d of the Absolute. Or,
in other words, Brahman is of the nature of unrestricted
Existence (bndrupamj* The difference between the Brahman of
the Advaitins-and the Sunya of Madhyamikas hes in the fact
the Sunya'nlso is mere unrestricted existence—"the cssence of
Bemng"—while Brahman is Absolute  Being- Consciousnees- Diise

- *Thus point of view 1s adopted by Mandana: and the theory that
. in percepuien pure being is npprehended—depends on this vigw,
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(Sat-chid-ananda). It is problema’tic whether'this Sunya (as the
*unrestricted _existence) is of the .Aature of consciousness Jor
bh.ss also. ~ Ramanuja, in course of refutmg the Advaita view, .
" bas levelled his attacks mainly agairst- this theory of Mandana, -
" thereby. makmg it clear that in his opinion Mandana (being the
foremost ofsthe direct © disciples of Sankara) appears to be the
chief representatwe thinker of.Sankara s school.

It has. a)so4 been shown in the’ body vof our.s work t})at
Ramanuja, in coursa “of representmg ‘the Adyaita viewpoint, does it
with a very mmule degree, of. preclsmn but while the turn comes
“to him for :rcfutatnon, he invariably misrcpresents the Advaita
theones or takes to the cheap device of a good deal of text-
‘torturing. For example, .he attacks the Advaita doctrine of
Maya ‘onthe ground that Maya or Ajnana cannot be located
in Pure Consciousness,. since CnnScmusness (i.e, Jnoms) is by _
nature opposed’ to ignorance .(Ajnana); But as we have
alréady pomted out, Nescience is not‘opposed to "Pure Conscious-
ness (Scarupajnanal, but is antagonistic to the modalised form
of knowledge (7 m'itﬂlzjnana)‘ only. ~- J . s

In conclusion, it remamns for the author to state the
reasons which prompted him to* undertake the composition of this
work. In the first part of the year 1935, a book. named
:(_‘pampakshamraknh”(Refutatlon of Rival Theones) composed by
Tirupati Swamin, was sent t6  the author by Pandit Ragahva-

charya of the Tirupati Sanskrit College, T per Regxstered Post. At
that time, as the author was engaged in,” . @ most 1mportant affair
concerning  the Twupati Temple, it was  not possible for
him to devote his attention to anythmg else. “In next November,
when he had some leisure, he turned towards the work for careful
study, and found it to be a real storchouse of valuable informations |
regarding the Ramanuja system, The work iy very soberly written,
in ‘:" old ‘;"?‘de‘ plan of writing standard orks of philosaphy,
:;“l::;u‘:d:nf,‘;’g r‘:a:::esgtro‘\:mthtenéicncg of cavil and wrangling,
written by modern scholars in c: “‘n!Ent Phl]o.‘.ophu.:u] works
cannot claim a3 much credit wfh r:m rd ven Ramannja himself
) gard to the patient and sober
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mode of treatment, “as has been exhibited by Tirupati Swamiji
in the ‘body of his work. The work contains a ecritical °
and comparative” estimate of the Advaite and Visishtadvaita .
theories regarding the .Anmzdamayadhtkarana olons, and finally
lends its support .to Ramanuja’s conclusions, after showing
numerous inconsistencies in the Advaita position. A study of
the work convineed the auother that it was ‘essential.on.the part of *
some Advaiting’ to champion thc cause of Advaxta against these
. attacks by a thinker beloriging to 4 rival sc}lool ;.and this ldea has
prompted the author to-undertake the composmon of this’ work,
entitled the Pedantarakshamani™(The Jewel "of Support of the
Vedanta), inimitation of the non-violent, sober style of composition ~
of Parapakshanirakriti. By the first part of.1936, the author finished
his investigations about the dnandamayedhikarana, and the
manuscript was shown t6 Fhs Holiness 8§ri Sankaracharya, the
Greai of Kanchi-Kama-Koti'm Tatanagar. His Holiness at once
suggested that the support of the dnandamayadhikarana alone is
not sufficient, and finally favoured the auother with his command
to complete the defence by giving suitablé replies to the attack of
Ramanvja himself from the beginning of the Jijnasadhitarana
down to the dnandamayadhibarana for the time being. Accor-
dingly the remaining portion was got ready by the end of 1936,
This work is exiremely elaborate and as such is divided into
two volumes. Thefirst volume, ending with the Tisshatyadhikarana,”
is now being placed before the public*for their kind consideration.

The author hopes to bring out the second volume by the
end of the prescnt year.
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